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THE TEXT

It came to pass, when Jesus had risen from the dead, that he passed eleven years
discoursing with his disciples, and instructing them only up to the regions of the First Mystery
and up to the region of the First Commandment.

COMMENTARY

The text opens by establishing a timeframe: eleven years after the resurrection. This is far longer than the forty
days mentioned in Acts. For over a decade, Jesus has been teaching his closest followers. But his instruction
has been limited. He has taught only up to the regions of the First Mystery and the First Commandment. These
are lower-level teachings, not the highest secrets. The disciples have received preparatory knowledge, not the
ultimate revelations. This sets up the entire text: what follows will be the higher teachings that Jesus has
withheld until now.

THE TEXT



And Jesus had not told his disciples the whole expansion of all the regions of all the great
invisible ones, and of the three triple-powers, and of the twenty-four invisibles, and all their
regions, and their aeons, and their orders.

COMMENTARY

A catalog of what remains unrevealed: the expansion of all regions, the great invisible ones, the three
triple-powers, the twenty-four invisibles, their regions, aeons, and orders. These terms describe a vast cosmic
hierarchy. The invisible ones are divine beings beyond ordinary perception. The triple-powers are entities of
threefold nature. The twenty-four invisibles correspond to a specific rank in the celestial order. Aeons are
cosmic ages or divine realms personified. Orders refer to ranks and arrangements among spiritual beings. All of
this awaits disclosure.

THE TEXT

Nor had he told them of their saviours, according to the order of each one, how they are; nor
had he told them what kind is the guard at each of the gates of the Treasury of the Light; nor
had he told them of the region of the twin-saviour, which is the child of the child.

COMMENTARY

More gaps in the disciples' knowledge: the saviours and their order, the guards at the gates of the Treasury of
the Light, the region of the twin-saviour who is called the child of the child. The Treasury of the Light is the
divine storehouse, the source from which light emanates into the cosmos. It has gates and guards. The
twin-saviour represents a doubled redemptive figure. Each term points to complexity within the divine realm that
the disciples have not yet been taught.

THE TEXT

Nor had he told them of the region of the three amens, in what region they are established;
nor had he told them into what region the five trees are expanded; nor of the nature of the
seven amens, which are also the seven voices, what kind is their region.

COMMENTARY

The three amens and the seven amens are sacred affirmations with cosmic locations. Amen—a Hebrew word
meaning truth or certainty—here becomes a divine entity or region. The five trees recall Gnostic imagery of
living knowledge. Trees represent growth, life, and wisdom. Their expansion indicates the spread of divine
nature. The seven voices connect to sacred sound—the Word through which creation occurs. Each element



has a specific region, a place in the cosmic architecture.

THE TEXT

Nor had Jesus told his disciples of what type are the five helpers, nor into what region they
are brought; nor had he told them how the great light has expanded itself, nor into what
region it has been brought; nor had he told them of the five seals, nor of the region into which
they have been brought.

COMMENTARY

Five helpers, the great light, and five seals remain unexplained. Helpers suggest assisting powers that aid souls
in their journey. The great light is the primary divine radiance. Seals are marks of authentication or protection.
The repetition of nor had he told them emphasizes how much has been withheld. The disciples have been
prepared, but the preparation is incomplete.

THE TEXT

But he had discoursed with them generally, teaching that they exist, but he had not told them
their expansion and the order of their arrangement: how they are.

COMMENTARY

Jesus has spoken generally about these things. The disciples know that they exist. But they do not know the
details: how they expand, how they are arranged, what their nature truly is. Existence without understanding is
preliminary knowledge. The disciples stand at a threshold, aware of mysteries they cannot yet comprehend.

COMMENTARY

Jesus has spoken generally about these things. The disciples know that they exist. But they do not know the
details: how they expand, how they are arranged, what their nature truly is. Existence without understanding is
preliminary knowledge. The disciples stand at a threshold, aware of mysteries they cannot yet comprehend.



THE TEXT

It came to pass then, when the disciples were sitting together on the Mount of Olives,
speaking of these words and rejoicing in great joy, and exulting exceedingly and saying one
to another: Blessed are we beyond all people who are on the earth, because the Saviour has
revealed this to us, and we have received the fullness and the total completion.

COMMENTARY

The scene is set: the Mount of Olives, a place associated with Jesus in the Gospels. The disciples sit together,
discussing what they have learned. Their mood is joyful. They believe themselves blessed beyond all other
people. They think they have received the fullness and total completion—the full revelation. This satisfaction will
soon be disrupted. What they consider fullness is about to be revealed as merely preliminary.

THE TEXT

They said this to one another while Jesus sat a little removed from them.



COMMENTARY

Jesus is present but apart. He sits a little removed, observing their conversation but not participating. This
distance is significant. The disciples celebrate their knowledge while the teacher who knows their ignorance
watches silently. He knows what they do not: that their education has barely begun.

THE TEXT

It came to pass then on the fifteenth of the moon in the month of Tybi, which is the day on
which the moon is full, on that day then, when the sun had come forth in its going, that there
came forth behind it a great light-power, shining exceedingly.

COMMENTARY

The date is specified: the fifteenth of Tybi, a month in the Egyptian calendar corresponding to early January.
This is the day of the full moon. As the sun rose, something unprecedented occurred. Behind it came a great
light-power, shining exceedingly. This is not ordinary sunlight but a supernatural radiance that followed the sun
into the sky. The cosmic event is about to transform everything.

THE TEXT

And there was no measure to the light which was joined to it, for it came out of the Light of
lights, and there was no measure to its light.

COMMENTARY

The light was immeasurable. It came from the Light of lights—the ultimate source, the highest divine radiance.
No measurement could capture its intensity. This Light of lights is the supreme reality from which all lesser
lights derive. What emerged behind the sun was a direct manifestation of this ultimate source.

THE TEXT

And the disciples gazed after him, and not one of them spoke, until he had reached heaven;
but they all kept a great silence together. This then came to pass on the fifteenth day of the
moon, on the day on which it is full in the month of Tybi.

COMMENTARY



The disciples watched in silence. Whatever was happening was so overwhelming that no one could speak.
They maintained a great silence together until the event reached its completion. The repetition of the date
emphasizes its significance. This was a specific historical moment, a turning point that the community should
remember.

COMMENTARY

The disciples watched in silence. Whatever was happening was so overwhelming that no one could speak.
They maintained a great silence together until the event reached its completion. The repetition of the date
emphasizes its significance. This was a specific historical moment, a turning point that the community should
remember.



THE TEXT

It came to pass then, when that light-power had come down upon Jesus, that it gradually
surrounded him entirely. Then Jesus ascended into the height, shining exceedingly in an
immeasurable light.

COMMENTARY

The light-power descended and surrounded Jesus completely. Enveloped in this radiance, he began to ascend.
The ascension was visible. Jesus rose into the height, his brilliance beyond measurement. This was not a quiet
departure but a spectacular elevation witnessed by all present.

THE TEXT

And the disciples gazed after him, and not one of them spoke, until he had reached heaven.
But they all kept a great silence together.



COMMENTARY

Again the disciples are silent. They watch as Jesus ascends to heaven itself. No one breaks the hush that has
fallen over them. This great silence indicates awe beyond words. What they witness exceeds their capacity to
comment or question. They can only watch.

THE TEXT

This came to pass on the fifteenth day of the moon, the day on which it is full in the month of
Tybi.

COMMENTARY

The date appears a third time. The full moon of Tybi is emphasized as a day of transformation. Full moons have
sacred significance across many traditions. The maximal illumination of the moon mirrors the maximal
revelation about to occur.

THE TEXT

It came to pass then, when Jesus had reached heaven, after three hours, that all the powers
of the heavens fell into agitation, and they were shaken all together, they and all their aeons
and all their regions and all their orders, and the whole earth was shaken and all who dwell
upon it.

COMMENTARY

Three hours after Jesus reached heaven, cosmic upheaval began. All the powers of the heavens fell into
agitation. Everything was shaken: powers, aeons, regions, orders. Even the earth and its inhabitants felt the
disturbance. The trembling extended from the highest realms to the lowest. No part of creation was unaffected.

THE TEXT

And all the people who are in the world fell into agitation, and also the disciples; and all
thought: Perhaps the world will be rolled up.

COMMENTARY

The agitation spread to human beings. Everyone in the world felt it. The disciples, despite their privileged
position, also fell into agitation. Their fear was existential: perhaps the world will be rolled up. This phrase



suggests cosmic dissolution, the end of everything. They thought the final catastrophe had arrived.

COMMENTARY

The agitation spread to human beings. Everyone in the world felt it. The disciples, despite their privileged
position, also fell into agitation. Their fear was existential: perhaps the world will be rolled up. This phrase
suggests cosmic dissolution, the end of everything. They thought the final catastrophe had arrived.
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THE TEXT

It came to pass then from the ninth hour of that day until the ninth hour of the morrow, that
the heavens opened, and they saw Jesus descend, shining exceedingly, and there was no
measure to his light.

COMMENTARY

From the ninth hour of one day to the ninth hour of the next—a full day passed with the heavens open. Then
Jesus descended. His brilliance exceeded anything they had seen before. There was no measure to his light.
The same phrase used for the ascending light now describes Jesus himself.

THE TEXT

For he shone more than at the hour when he had ascended into the heavens, so that people
on earth could not describe the light which was about him.



COMMENTARY

He was brighter now than during his ascent. The transformation in heaven had intensified his radiance. People
could not describe what they saw. This ineffability is characteristic of mystical experience. The light exceeded
the capacity of language to capture it.

THE TEXT

And it shot forth rays of light in great abundance, and there was no measure to its rays. And
its light was not alike together, but it was of every kind and of every type, some rays being
more excellent than others in infinite manner.

COMMENTARY

The light was not uniform. It consisted of diverse rays, each different in kind and type. Some rays surpassed
others. The variation was infinite. This diversity within the light suggests that divine illumination contains
multitudes. It is not simple but complex, not monotonous but infinitely varied.

THE TEXT

And the whole light together was of three kinds, and the one was more excellent than the
other in infinite manner. The first was more excellent than the second, and the second more
excellent than the third.

COMMENTARY

Within the diversity, a threefold structure emerged. Three kinds of light, hierarchically arranged. The first
exceeded the second; the second exceeded the third. This threefold light may correspond to various trinities in
Gnostic thought: Father, Mother, Son; or the three higher realms; or other triadic structures in the divine
pleroma.

THE TEXT

And the first glory was set above them all, and it was settled upon Jesus entirely, surrounding
him completely.

COMMENTARY



The first glory—the highest of the three—was set above the others. It surrounded Jesus completely, enveloping
him in the supreme radiance. Jesus thus wore the highest light. He was clothed in glory that exceeded all other
glories.

COMMENTARY

The first glory—the highest of the three—was set above the others. It surrounded Jesus completely, enveloping
him in the supreme radiance. Jesus thus wore the highest light. He was clothed in glory that exceeded all other
glories.
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THE TEXT

It came to pass then, when the disciples saw this, that they feared exceedingly, and were in
agitation. Then Jesus, the compassionate and merciful-minded, when he saw his disciples in
great agitation, spoke to them, saying: Take courage. It is |, be not afraid.

COMMENTARY

The disciples were terrified. The vision overwhelmed them, producing fear and agitation. Jesus responded with
compassion. He spoke the classic words of divine reassurance: Take courage. It is I, be not afraid. These
words echo through biblical literature whenever the divine presence terrifies mortals. The transformation had
not changed Jesus's essential nature. He remained compassionate and merciful-minded, concerned for his
followers' wellbeing.

COMMENTARY



The disciples were terrified. The vision overwhelmed them, producing fear and agitation. Jesus responded with
compassion. He spoke the classic words of divine reassurance: Take courage. It is I, be not afraid. These
words echo through biblical literature whenever the divine presence terrifies mortals. The transformation had
not changed Jesus's essential nature. He remained compassionate and merciful-minded, concerned for his
followers' wellbeing.
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THE TEXT

It came to pass then, when the disciples had heard these words, that they said: Lord, if you
have brought about a new order of things, have compassion on us. Hear us now, that we
may question you on everything.

COMMENTARY

The disciples sought permission to ask questions. They recognized that a new order had been established, that
something fundamental had changed. Their request for compassion acknowledged that questioning might be
presumptuous. Yet they needed to understand what was happening.

THE TEXT

Jesus answered and said to them: Question what you wish to question, and | will tell you
without parable.



COMMENTARY

Jesus granted unlimited permission. Question what you wish. He would answer without parable—directly,
clearly, without veiling the truth in figurative speech. This marks a shift from Jesus's public teaching style. In the
Gospels, he often spoke in parables. Now, with his inner circle, he would speak plainly.

THE TEXT

Truly | say to you: | will tell you all things truly, from the Ineffable to the interior of the interior,
from the interior to the exterior. | will tell you all things, O disciples, for the salvation of the
world. Truly | say to you: | will reveal to you all things from the interior of the interiors to the
exterior of the exteriors.

COMMENTARY

Jesus promised comprehensive revelation. From the Ineffable—that which cannot be spoken—to the deepest
interiors, and from there to the outermost reaches. The salvation of the world depends on this knowledge. What
Jesus will teach is not merely interesting but salvifically necessary. The repetition emphasizes totality: interior of
the interior, exterior of the exterior. Every level will be disclosed.

THE TEXT

Hearken, therefore, that | may tell you all things which have befallen me. It came to pass
then, when the sun had risen in the east, that a great light-power came down, in which was
my vesture, which | had left behind in the four-and-twentieth mystery.

COMMENTARY

Jesus began his narrative. At sunrise, a light-power descended carrying his vesture—his garment of light that
he had left in the four-and-twentieth mystery. The four-and-twentieth mystery is a specific level in the celestial
hierarchy. Jesus had deposited something of himself there, and now it returned to him. The vesture represents
his true nature, his original form that transcends the earthly body.

THE TEXT

And | found a mystery in my vesture, written in five words of those which belong to the height:
Zama zama 0zza rachama ozai.

COMMENTARY



On the vesture was a mystery written in five words. These words—Zama zama 0zza rachama ozai—are
presented without translation. Such words of power appear throughout magical and mystical texts. They are not
meant to be understood intellectually but to carry transformative force. Speaking them invokes realities beyond
ordinary language.

COMMENTARY

On the vesture was a mystery written in five words. These words—Zama zama 0zza rachama ozai—are
presented without translation. Such words of power appear throughout magical and mystical texts. They are not
meant to be understood intellectually but to carry transformative force. Speaking them invokes realities beyond
ordinary language.
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THE TEXT

And the interpretation of these words is this: O Mystery, who is beyond all the world, for
whose sake the universe has arisen—this is the complete outgoing and the complete
incoming: from you has come forth the whole expansion, and in you will it be completed. And
in that day you will come with us and give us the mystery of the Ineffable.

COMMENTARY

Jesus interpreted the five mysterious words. They address the Mystery beyond all worlds, the cause for which
the universe arose. This Mystery is both origin and destination. From it comes complete outgoing—the
emanation of all things. To it returns complete incoming—the return of all things. The expansion of creation
came forth from this Mystery, and in it creation finds completion. The promise: in that day—some future
moment of consummation—Jesus will give them the mystery of the Ineffable. What cannot be spoken will
somehow be transmitted.

THE TEXT



This again is the interpretation: O Mystery, which exists beyond all things, and which knows
why the mystery of the Ineffable has arisen—the mystery which is in the space of the
universe—this mystery knows why unmercifulness has arisen, and why mercifulness has
arisen.

COMMENTARY

The interpretation deepens. The Mystery exists beyond all things and knows the reason for the Ineffable's
arising. It knows the cosmic space and its contents. More specifically, it knows why unmercifulness and
mercifulness have arisen. These opposites—cruelty and compassion—both have their source and reason in the
ultimate Mystery. This suggests that even apparent evils have their place in the cosmic scheme, their origin in
the Mystery that transcends all categories.

THE TEXT

This mystery knows why wickedness has arisen, and why kindness has arisen. It knows why
destruction has arisen, and why eternal life has arisen.

COMMENTARY

The pattern continues: wickedness and kindness, destruction and eternal life. Each pair of opposites has its
reason known to the Mystery. The cosmos contains both poles. The Mystery comprehends why both exist. This
is not to justify evil but to place it within a larger understanding that exceeds human perspective.

THE TEXT

And Jesus said to his disciples: On that account | said to you: Where | shall be, there also will
be my twelve ministers. But Mary Magdalene and John the Virgin shall tower over all the
disciples.

COMMENTARY

Jesus shifted to speak of his disciples' destiny. Where he is, his twelve ministers will also be. The twelve
maintain their special status. But two are singled out: Mary Magdalene and John the Virgin. These two will
tower over all the others. The language is emphatic—they surpass the rest. Mary Magdalene's prominence in
this text is notable. She is not subordinate to the male disciples but elevated above most of them. John the
Virgin likely refers to John the apostle, called virgin because of traditions of his celibacy. Together with Mary, he
occupies the highest rank among the disciples.



THE TEXT

And all people who shall receive the mystery in that Ineffable shall be at my left and at my
right. | am they, and they are I.

COMMENTARY

Those who receive the mystery of the Ineffable will stand at Jesus's left and right—positions of honor flanking
the central figure. The statement | am they, and they are | expresses mystical union. The boundary between
Jesus and those who receive the mystery dissolves. They become identical in some profound sense. This is the
promise of the highest initiation: not merely proximity to the divine but identity with it.

THE TEXT

And they shall be established with me at that hour, not only one with me, but three with me in
that mystery.

COMMENTARY

Those who receive the mystery will be three with Jesus, not merely one. The meaning of this threefold
relationship is not fully explained. Perhaps it connects to the threefold light described earlier. Perhaps it
indicates levels of initiation or aspects of union. The mystery itself seems to involve multiplication rather than
simple unity.

COMMENTARY

Those who receive the mystery will be three with Jesus, not merely one. The meaning of this threefold
relationship is not fully explained. Perhaps it connects to the threefold light described earlier. Perhaps it
indicates levels of initiation or aspects of union. The mystery itself seems to involve multiplication rather than
simple unity.



THE TEXT

Jesus continued speaking and said to his disciples: When | came forth for the salvation of the
world, | came to the region of the twelve great powers, as | have told you from the beginning.
| brought twelve powers, having taken them from the twelve saviours of the Treasury of the
Light, according to the command of the First Mystery.

COMMENTARY

Jesus narrated his descent into the world. Before incarnating, he visited the region of the twelve great powers.
These likely correspond to the zodiacal or planetary spheres governing the material cosmos. He brought twelve
powers taken from the twelve saviours of the Treasury of the Light. The Treasury is the divine storehouse.
Multiple saviours dwell there, each corresponding to cosmic regions. These twelve powers were the equipment
Jesus brought for his mission, suited to the twelvefold structure of the cosmos he was entering.

THE TEXT



| cast these into the wombs of your mothers. These are the powers which are within you
today. These souls were given to you as a portion from the twelve saviours, in order that they
might be established in you.

COMMENTARY

The twelve powers Jesus brought became the souls of the disciples. He placed them in their mothers’ wombs
before their births. This means the disciples are not ordinary humans with ordinary souls. They have divine
light-powers within them, portions of the Treasury's saviours. They were prepared for this mission from before
birth.

THE TEXT

For this reason | have said to you from the beginning that you are not of this world. | also am
not of it. All people in this world have received a soul from the rulers of the twelve aeons. But
the power which is in you is from me. Your souls belong to the heights.

COMMENTARY

Jesus explained what makes the disciples different. He has told them they are not of this world. Neither is he.
They share an otherworldly origin. Ordinary people receive souls from the rulers of the twelve aeons—the
archons who govern the material cosmos. Such souls are bound to the world's cycles. But the disciples
received something different: power from Jesus himself. Their souls belong to the heights, not to the archontic
realm. Their origin is above, and their destiny is to return there.

THE TEXT

I have brought twelve powers of the twelve saviours of the Treasury of the Light, which | took
from the portion of my power which | first received. When | set forth for the world, | came into
the midst of the rulers of the sphere, and | had the form of Gabriel, the angel of the aeons.
The rulers of the aeons did not recognize me; instead, they thought that | was the angel
Gabriel.

COMMENTARY

Jesus descended in disguise. He took the form of Gabriel, appearing to be an angel the rulers knew. They did
not recognize him as anything more. This concealment was strategic. Had the rulers known who truly
descended, they might have resisted. But disguised as Gabriel, Jesus passed through their realm undetected.
The theme of divine hiddenness within hostile territory appears throughout Gnostic literature. The light enters



the darkness incognito.

COMMENTARY

Jesus descended in disguise. He took the form of Gabriel, appearing to be an angel the rulers knew. They did
not recognize him as anything more. This concealment was strategic. Had the rulers known who truly
descended, they might have resisted. But disguised as Gabriel, Jesus passed through their realm undetected.
The theme of divine hiddenness within hostile territory appears throughout Gnostic literature. The light enters
the darkness incognito.
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THE TEXT

"l found Elisabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, before she had conceived him, and | cast
into her a power which | had received from the Little lao, the Good, who is in the Midst, so
that he should be able to preach before me and prepare my way, and baptize with the water
of forgiveness. That power then is in the body of John."

COMMENTARY

Jesus now reveals how John the Baptist came to exist. Before Elisabeth conceived, Jesus placed a special
power into her—a power received from the Little lao, the Good, who is in the Midst. This Little lao is a specific
divine being in the cosmic hierarchy. The name lao is a variant of the sacred name of God. The qualifier "the
Good" distinguishes this being from potentially hostile archons who also bear variations of divine names. The
purpose of this power was precise: so that John could preach before Jesus, prepare his way, and baptize with
the water of forgiveness. John's entire mission was thus predetermined before his conception.

THE TEXT



"And again, in place of the soul of the rulers which he was destined to receive, | found the
soul of the prophet Elijah in the aeons of the sphere, and | took it and brought it to the Virgin
of the Light. And she gave it to her receivers, and they brought it to the sphere of the rulers,
and they cast it into the womb of Elisabeth."”

COMMENTARY

This passage presents one of the most explicit reincarnation teachings in early Christian literature. Jesus
reveals that he found the soul of the prophet Elijah and transferred it to become John the Baptist. Normally,
John would have received a soul from the rulers—the archons who govern the material cosmos. Every ordinary
human receives such a soul. But Jesus intervened. He took Elijah's soul from where it resided in the aeons of
the sphere. The soul went through a specific process: first to the Virgin of the Light, then to her receivers, then
to the rulers of the sphere, and finally into Elisabeth’'s womb. This chain of custody suggests souls pass through
multiple stations during incarnation. The Virgin of the Light is a crucial figure who appears throughout the Pistis
Sophia. She serves as a kind of cosmic registrar for souls entering and leaving incarnation.

THE TEXT

"So the power of the Little lao, who is in the Midst, and the soul of the prophet Elijah, were
bound into the body of John the Baptist."

COMMENTARY

John the Baptist thus had two divine components within him: the power from the Little lao and the soul of Elijah.
This dual nature equipped him for his special role as the forerunner. The binding of both power and soul into a
single body suggests that humans can contain multiple spiritual elements. The soul provides identity and
continuity. The power provides capacity for action. John needed both to accomplish his mission. This teaching
explains Matthew chapter eleven, verses eleven through fourteen, where Jesus says that John is Elijah who
was to come. What canonical scripture only hints at, the Pistis Sophia makes explicit: John literally was Elijah,
reincarnated.

THE TEXT

"For this reason you have been in doubt formerly whether | said of John: 'He is
Elijah'—because | said to you: 'Elijah has come, and they have done to him as they wished.'
And when | said to you: 'John said, | am not Elijah," you were in doubt and said: 'How can
John be Elijah, seeing that he said, | am not Elijah?"™

COMMENTARY



Jesus now addresses a theological puzzle that had confused the disciples. In the Gospels, Jesus declares that
John is Elijah, but John himself denies being Elijah when asked directly. The apparent contradiction troubled
the disciples. How could both statements be true? The Gnostic resolution lies in the nature of reincarnation and
identity. John contained Elijah's soul, but he was not Elijah in a straightforward sense. The soul continues; the
personality changes. John did not remember being Elijah. He did not possess Elijah's memories or
self-identification. When John said he was not Elijah, he spoke from his own limited knowledge. He did not
know his soul's previous incarnation. When Jesus said John was Elijah, he spoke from divine knowledge of the
soul's continuity. Both statements were true from different perspectives.

COMMENTARY

Jesus now addresses a theological puzzle that had confused the disciples. In the Gospels, Jesus declares that
John is Elijah, but John himself denies being Elijah when asked directly. The apparent contradiction troubled
the disciples. How could both statements be true? The Gnostic resolution lies in the nature of reincarnation and
identity. John contained Elijah's soul, but he was not Elijah in a straightforward sense. The soul continues; the
personality changes. John did not remember being Elijah. He did not possess Elijah's memories or
self-identification. When John said he was not Elijah, he spoke from his own limited knowledge. He did not
know his soul's previous incarnation. When Jesus said John was Elijah, he spoke from divine knowledge of the
soul's continuity. Both statements were true from different perspectives.



THE TEXT

"It came to pass then, when | came to the midst of the rulers of the twelve aeons, that |
looked down upon the world of mankind, and | found Elisabeth, the relative of Mary my
mother according to the body. And | found the soul of the prophet Elijah in the aeons of the
sphere, and | took it and cast it down into the womb of Elisabeth."

COMMENTARY

Jesus now provides additional detail about the timing of his actions. He was in the midst of the rulers of the
twelve aeons when he looked down at the world. From that cosmic vantage point, he could see Elisabeth and
recognize her relationship to Mary. The phrase "Mary my mother according to the body" is significant. It
acknowledges the physical relationship while implying that Jesus's true nature exists beyond the body. Mary is
his mother in the material sense, but his essential being comes from higher realms. This vantage point—Ilooking
down from the aeons—suggests that Jesus had a pre-incarnate existence from which he deliberately
descended. He was not simply born but chose incarnation and prepared the circumstances.

THE TEXT



"And | looked down on the world and found Mary, who is called my mother according to the
material body. | spoke with her in the guise of Gabriel, and when she had turned to the height
towards me, | cast into her the first power which | had received from BarbmIm —that is the
body which | have borne in the height.”

COMMENTARY

Jesus reveals that he appeared to Mary as the angel Gabriel. The Annunciation, described in Luke's Gospel, is
here given a deeper interpretation. The being Mary encountered was not merely an angel delivering a message
but Jesus himself in angelic form. He cast into her the first power received from Barbmim. BarbmIm is a
supreme divine being in Gnostic systems, often identified with the feminine aspect of the godhead, the
Mother-Father, or the first emanation from the ultimate source. This power became the body that Jesus bore in
the heights. In other words, his spiritual body preceded his physical one. The incarnation involved clothing a
pre-existent light-body in matter.

THE TEXT

"And instead of a soul, | cast into her the power which | received from the great Sabaoth, the
Good, who is in the region of the Right."

COMMENTARY

Just as John the Baptist received both a power and a soul, so did Jesus's incarnation involve multiple spiritual
elements. Instead of receiving an ordinary soul from the archons, Jesus received a power from the great
Sabaoth, the Good. Sabaoth is a name familiar from Jewish tradition, meaning Lord of Hosts. In this Gnostic
context, there appears to be a good Sabaoth in the region of the Right, distinguished from other archontic
powers. The region of the Right is a place of honor in the cosmic geography. Being "on the right" consistently
indicates a superior or more beneficent position throughout the Pistis Sophia.

THE TEXT

"And the twelve powers of the twelve saviours of the Treasury of the Light, which | had
received from the twelve ministers of the Midst, | cast into the sphere of the rulers. And the
receivers of the rulers and the cosmocrators cast them into the wombs of seven virgins who
were to become the disciples.”

COMMENTARY



Jesus distributed twelve powers from the Treasury of the Light. These were received from the twelve ministers
of the Midst—intermediary beings who serve as channels between the higher and lower realms. These powers
were cast into the sphere of the rulers, and from there the cosmocrators—world-rulers—directed them into
seven virgins. These virgins would become mothers of disciples. This passage suggests that the core disciples
were prepared before birth, just as Jesus and John were. Their souls or powers were specifically selected and
implanted. They did not become disciples by accident. The number twelve echoes the twelve tribes, twelve
apostles, and twelve aeons. Seven is equally significant—the number of planets, days of the week, and many
sacred configurations.

THE TEXT

"And the power which was to become the soul of the prophet Elijah, that | cast into the womb
of Elisabeth."

COMMENTARY

Jesus summarizes: Elijah's soul went to Elisabeth to become John the Baptist. This reiterates Chapter Nine but
places it in the larger context of the planned incarnations. All these events—Jesus's conception, John's
conception, the disciples' conceptions—were coordinated from above. The salvific mission required advance
preparation across multiple generations and wombs.
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THE TEXT

"It came to pass then, when | saw the mystery of all these words in the vesture which was
sent me, that straightway | clothed myself therewith, and | shone most exceedingly and
soared into the height."

COMMENTARY

We return now to the scene that opened the narrative. Jesus has received his vesture of light—the robe
inscribed with divine mysteries described in earlier chapters. Upon seeing the mystery contained in the
garment, he immediately put it on. The result was brilliant illumination. He shone most exceedingly. This shining
is not metaphorical but describes the actual radiance of the light-body now revealed. Clothed in the vesture, his
true nature became visible. Then he soared into the height. The ascent begins. What follows will be a journey
through the cosmic spheres.

THE TEXT



"I came before the first gate of the firmament, shining most exceedingly, and there was no
measure for the light that was about me. And the gates of the firmament were shaken one
over against another, and all opened at once."

COMMENTARY

The firmament is the first major boundary Jesus encounters. In ancient cosmology, the firmament was the
dome or vault that separated earthly regions from celestial ones. Here it has multiple gates. Jesus's light was so
intense that it could not be measured. The gates responded to his presence by shaking against each other and
opening simultaneously. The cosmic architecture itself yielded before his radiance. This is the opposite of how
the archons usually function. Normally, they guard their gates and resist passage. But Jesus's vesture carried a
power they could not withstand.

THE TEXT

"And all the rulers and all the authorities and all the angels therein were thrown all together
into agitation because of the great light which was about me. And they gazed upon my
vesture of light and saw the mystery of their name on my vesture and fell into still greater
agitation."

COMMENTARY

The inhabitants of the firmament—rulers, authorities, and angels—were thrown into agitation. They could not
comprehend what was happening. The light was overwhelming. Then they looked at the vesture and saw the
mystery of their name inscribed upon it. This is crucial. The vesture contained the secret names of the powers.
In ancient magical and religious thought, knowing a being's true name grants power over that being. By wearing
a garment that contained their names, Jesus demonstrated mastery over them. Their agitation increased. They
recognized that they were confronted by something that knew them more deeply than they knew themselves.

THE TEXT

"And they were in great fear, saying: 'How has the lord of the universe passed through us
without our knowing?' And all their bonds were unloosed, and their regions and their orders.
And each one left his order, and they all fell down, adored before me, and sang praises to the
interiors of the interiors."

COMMENTARY



The powers voiced their confusion: How has the lord of the universe passed through without our knowing? They
did not recognize Jesus despite his lordship. The vesture both revealed and concealed him—revealing his
power, concealing his identity until he chose to disclose it. Their bonds were unloosed. The cosmic structure
that bound them to their positions came undone. Their regions and orders—the administrative divisions of the
firmament—were disrupted. Each power left its assigned place. And then they fell down and worshipped. They
sang praises to the interiors of the interiors—to the depths within depths, the ultimate source beyond all
intermediary levels. Their submission was complete.

THE TEXT

"They sang praises, being in great fear and great agitation.”

COMMENTARY

The chapter ends with the firmament's inhabitants caught between terror and reverence. Their world has been
shaken. The passage of Jesus through their realm has undone the stability they knew. This pattern—Jesus
arriving, powers becoming agitated, bonds being loosed, worship following—will repeat as he moves through
higher spheres. Each level of the cosmos responds similarly to his presence. The great fear and great agitation
are not punishments but recognition. The powers finally perceive a reality greater than themselves. Their
response is the only appropriate one: surrender.
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CHAPTER 12

THE TEXT

"And | left that region behind me and came to the gate of the first sphere, shining most
exceedingly. And there was no measure for the light that was about me. And the gates of the
first sphere were shaken and opened of themselves all at once.”

COMMENTARY

Jesus continues his ascent. Having passed through the firmament, he now approaches the first sphere. This
represents a higher cosmic level than the firmament. The pattern established in Chapter Eleven continues.
Jesus shines immeasurably. The gates shake. They open of themselves, without any action required from
Jesus. His presence alone is sufficient. The cosmos is structured in layers—firmament, spheres, aeons—each
representing a higher realm than the one below. Jesus will pass through them all.

THE TEXT

"And | entered into the houses of the first sphere, shining most exceedingly, and there was
no measure for the light that was about me. And all the rulers and all those who are in that



sphere were thrown into agitation.”

COMMENTARY

The first sphere contains houses—dwelling places or administrative centers. Within these houses dwell rulers
and other beings who govern this region of the cosmos. They too were thrown into agitation. The same
response that occurred in the firmament now repeats at this higher level. Jesus's light disrupts normal
operations wherever he goes. The houses may correspond to zodiacal signs or planetary mansions. In ancient
astrological thought, the heavens were divided into houses that governed different aspects of human life and
cosmic function.

THE TEXT

"And | saw the great light which was within me, shining forty-nine times more than in the
firmament. And all the rulers and all those who were in that sphere fell on one another. One
slew another."

COMMENTARY

Jesus now quantifies the increase in his radiance. In the first sphere, he shone forty-nine times more brightly
than in the firmament. Forty-nine is seven times seven—a number of completeness multiplied. This
intensification suggests that as Jesus ascends, his light grows stronger. Or perhaps more of his light becomes
visible as he moves beyond the denser regions. The powers fell on one another and slew one another. This is
dramatic language. It may indicate that the cosmic order governing this sphere collapsed entirely. The usual
relationships of dominance and submission among the powers broke down into chaos. Such violence among
the powers serves the salvific mission. Their infighting prevents them from resisting Jesus's passage or
opposing his work.

THE TEXT

"And they fell down before me and adored, and sang praises to the interiors of the interiors,
being in great fear and great agitation because of the great light which was about me."

COMMENTARY

After their conflict, the surviving powers adopt the same posture as those in the firmament: falling down,
adoring, singing praises to the ultimate depths. Their great fear and great agitation are now combined with
worship. Terror and reverence merge. This is the appropriate response to the holy—what theologians call the
mysterium tremendum. The phrase "interiors of the interiors" recurs. It points beyond all known levels to a
source more inward than any accessible realm. The powers direct their praise past Jesus himself to what lies



behind and within him.

THE TEXT

"And | left that region behind me and came to the gate of the second sphere, which is the
Fate."

COMMENTARY

Jesus leaves the first sphere and approaches the second, identified here as the Fate. This introduces the
concept of cosmic Fate—Heimarmenm in Greek—the deterministic power that binds souls to their destined
experiences. In Gnostic thought, the Fate is usually hostile. It keeps souls trapped in cycles of incarnation
according to astrological influences. The archons of Fate assign each person their lot in life. Jesus's passage
through this realm will have implications for human freedom. If he can traverse the sphere of Fate, perhaps he
can also liberate souls from its grip.
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THE TEXT

"And | left that region behind me and came to the gate of the second sphere, which is the
Fate. Then were all its gates thrown into agitation and opened of themselves. And | entered
into the houses of the Fate, shining most exceedingly, and there was no measure for the light
that was about me, for | shone in the Fate forty-and-nine times more than in the first sphere.”

COMMENTARY

The pattern continues. Gates shake and open. Jesus enters shining exceedingly. His light cannot be measured.
Here he clarifies the progression: he shone forty-nine times more in the Fate than in the first sphere. This is not
forty-nine times more than the firmament, but forty-nine times more than the previous level. The multiplication
compounds. If the firmament is the baseline, the first sphere is forty-nine times brighter. The second
sphere—the Fate—is forty-nine times brighter still. The light increases exponentially as Jesus ascends.

THE TEXT



"And all the rulers and all those who are in the Fate were thrown into agitation and fell on one
another and were in exceeding great fear on seeing the great light that was about me."

COMMENTARY

The response mirrors what occurred below. Agitation, falling on one another, exceeding great fear. The Fate is
no more able to resist Jesus than the lower spheres were. The Fate governs human destiny through
astrological influences. Its rulers assign births, deaths, fortunes, and misfortunes according to celestial
positions. Yet these mighty arbiters of human life crumble before Jesus's light.

THE TEXT

"And they gazed on my vesture of light and saw the mystery of their name on my vesture and
fell into still greater agitation; and they were in great fear, saying: 'How has the lord of the
universe passed through us without our knowing?"

COMMENTARY

Again, as in the firmament, the powers see their names written on Jesus's vesture. This recognition produces
still greater agitation. Their question echoes exactly what was asked below: How has the lord of the universe
passed through without our knowing? They should have been aware. They claim to govern the cosmos. Yet
Jesus's passage eluded their surveillance. This failure exposes their limitations. They are not truly lords. They
do not truly know. A greater lord has passed through their domain undetected.

THE TEXT

"And all the bonds of their regions and of their orders were unloosed; they all came at once,
fell down, adored before me, and sang praises all together to the interiors of the interiors,
being in great fear and great agitation."

COMMENTARY

The bonds were unloosed. This is the crucial liberating action. The Fate binds souls to their destined paths.
When the bonds of the Fate itself are loosened, that binding power is weakened. The powers abandon their
orders and positions. They fall down and adore. They sing praises to the interiors of the interiors. The entire
administration of cosmic Fate submits to Jesus. For human souls, this passage through the Fate opens
possibilities. If Jesus has disrupted the Fate's operations, perhaps souls need not be bound forever to the
wheel of destiny determined by the archons.
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‘CHAPTER 14

THE TEXT

"And | left that region behind me and ascended to the great aeons of the rulers and came
before their veils and their gates, shining most exceedingly, and there was no measure for
the light which was about me."

COMMENTARY

Jesus now ascends beyond the spheres to the great aeons of the rulers. The aeons represent a still higher level
of cosmic organization. While the spheres might correspond to the planetary heavens, the aeons are the
archetypal realms where the greater powers dwell. These aeons have veils and gates. The veil is a significant
symbol—it separates inner from outer, conceals what lies beyond. The Jerusalem Temple had its veil. The
aeons have theirs. Still Jesus's light exceeds measurement. No level of the cosmos has instruments capable of
quantifying his radiance.

THE TEXT



"It came to pass then, when | came to the twelve aeons, that their veils and their gates were
shaken one against another. And their veils drew themselves apart of their own accord, and
their gates opened one against another."

COMMENTARY

The twelve aeons represent the major divisions of the celestial hierarchy. Twelve, as always, connects to the
zodiac, the tribes, the apostles, the fundamental ordering principles of the cosmos. The veils drew themselves
apart. The gates opened. Everything happened of its own accord, responsive to Jesus's presence. He does not
tear the veils or force the gates. They yield voluntarily before his light. This drawing apart of the veils recalls the
Gospel accounts where the Temple veil tears at the moment of Jesus's death. The cosmic veils here anticipate
or mirror that earthly event.

THE TEXT

"And | entered into the aeons of the rulers, shining most exceedingly, and there was no
measure for the light that was about me. And | shone in the aeons forty-nine times more than
in the Fate and the sphere."

COMMENTARY

Another forty-nine-fold increase. The aeons of the rulers are forty-nine times brighter than the Fate and the
sphere combined. The light has compounded again. We are now at extraordinary levels of luminosity. If each
stage multiplies by forty-nine, the numbers become astronomical. Perhaps this is the point—to convey that
Jesus's true radiance exceeds all ordinary calculation.

THE TEXT

"And all the angels of the aeons and their archangels and their rulers and their gods and their
lords and their authorities and their tyrants and their powers and their light-sparks and their
light-givers and their unpaired and their invisibles and their forefathers and their triple-powers
saw me, shining most exceedingly."”

COMMENTARY

This passage catalogs the inhabitants of the aeons. The list reveals the complexity of the celestial hierarchy:
Angels and archangels—familiar from Jewish and Christian tradition. Rulers, gods, lords, authorities,
tyrants—various grades of governing powers. Powers and light-sparks and light-givers—beings defined by their
luminous nature. The unpaired—those without cosmic counterparts. Invisibles—beings normally imperceptible.



Forefathers—primal ancestors of the cosmic orders. Triple-powers—beings of threefold nature. All of these,
from the greatest to the least, saw Jesus shining. None could ignore or dismiss his presence. The entire
celestial court witnessed his passage.

THE TEXT

"And there was no measure for the light which was about me. And they were thrown into
agitation, one against another, and fell down at once before me and adored."”

COMMENTARY

The response remains consistent. Agitation, falling down, adoration. Whether in the firmament, the spheres, the
Fate, or the aeons, all powers respond identically. This uniformity emphasizes that Jesus's authority extends
across all levels. No region of the cosmos is exempt from his lordship. No class of beings stands outside his
dominion.

THE TEXT

"And some sang praises, looking to the interiors of the interiors, and some sang praises,
looking at me; and all their rulers and all their authorities, who were not adoring me, were
thrown into agitation and fell down and adored before me."

COMMENTARY

Some praised the ultimate source. Some praised Jesus directly. Either orientation was acceptable—both
recognized the divine reality manifesting through Jesus. But those who did not adore were specifically noted.
They were thrown into agitation and then fell and adored. Resistance proved futile. Even the reluctant
eventually submitted. The chapter shows that ascending through cosmic realms is not about overcoming
opposition through force but about manifestation of light that commands recognition.

COMMENTARY
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THE TEXT

"And when | came to the twelve aeons, | found Adamas, the great tyrant, and all the tyrants
who are in the twelve aeons fighting against the light. They were fighting all together in great
struggle against me and wished to take away my light."

COMMENTARY

Here the narrative introduces conflict. Adamas, the great tyrant, leads a collective resistance in the twelve
aeons. Unlike the powers who fell down and adored, these beings actively fight. Adamas is a significant figure
in Gnostic mythology. His name relates to the Greek word for "unconquerable” and also to Adam, the first
human. He represents rebellious power that refuses submission to the light. The tyrants wished to take away
Jesus's light. This is the fundamental archontic motivation—to steal light from the divine realms and from souls
that carry divine sparks. They are light-thieves who sustain themselves by capturing what does not belong to
them.

THE TEXT



"And they knew not with whom they fought. And | changed my vesture and my form in the
midst of them, and they knew not who | was. They thought of me that | was one of their
order."

COMMENTARY

Jesus employed concealment. He changed his vesture and form to appear as one of them. The tyrants did not
recognize their opponent. This is cosmic strategy. By appearing as one of their order, Jesus could operate
among them without triggering their full resistance. They fought, but they did not know who they fought. The
theme of hidden identity runs throughout Gnostic literature. The divine operates incognito in hostile territory.
The light disguises itself to accomplish its purposes undetected.

THE TEXT

"And they fought against one another for the light which was in me. And they slew one
another, and they descended from their orders."

COMMENTARY

The tyrants' aggression turned against themselves. Fighting for Jesus's light, they ended up fighting each other.
They slew one another and descended from their positions of authority. This self-destruction is a recurring
pattern. Hostile powers, confronting the light, become confused and attack each other. Their unity collapses.
Their hierarchy disintegrates. Jesus need not defeat them directly. By his presence, he triggers their own
dissolution. The light itself is the weapon; those who grasp at it harm themselves.

THE TEXT

"And it came to pass, when they fought one against another, that they all turned themselves
upon one another, so that they all were cast down and descended from their orders."

COMMENTARY

The complete overthrow occurred. All the tyrants turned on one another. All were cast down. All descended
from their positions. This is cosmic regime change. The tyrants who ruled the twelve aeons lost their authority
through their own infighting. The structures of oppression collapsed from within. For human souls trapped in
these aeons, such a collapse opens possibilities of escape. If the jailers are fighting among themselves,
prisoners may find the gates unguarded.

THE TEXT



"And | left that region behind me and descended to the thirteenth aeon."”

COMMENTARY

Jesus continues his journey, now descending to the thirteenth aeon. This is significant—having ascended
through twelve aeons, he now goes to a thirteenth. The thirteenth aeon holds a special position in the cosmic
scheme. It is above the twelve but outside the normal zodiacal ordering. Various interpretations identify it with
the realm of Sophia or with an intermediate region between the lower cosmos and the true heights. The
mention of descent rather than ascent suggests that after reaching the upper limit of the archontic realms,
Jesus now moves toward a different kind of space—perhaps beginning the journey toward Pistis Sophia
herself.
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THE TEXT

"And it came to pass, when | had descended to the twelve aeons, and when | had descended
to the region of the great invisible Forefather, when | had come forth from all those regions, |
changed the motion of the rulers and of all the aeons."

COMMENTARY

Jesus summarizes his journey through the cosmic realms: the twelve aeons, the region of the great invisible
Forefather, and forth from all those regions. Having traversed these levels, he implemented a fundamental
change. He changed the motion of the rulers and all the aeons. Motion here refers to the celestial movements
that govern astrological influences. The rulers and aeons follow regular patterns—orbits, cycles, rotations—that
determine the Fate of souls below. By altering these motions, Jesus disrupted the mechanisms of cosmic
determinism. The old patterns no longer function as they did before.

THE TEXT

"And | made them look for six months to the left and accomplish their influences, and | made
them look for six months to the right and accomplish their influences."

COMMENTARY

Jesus established a new alternating pattern. For six months, the rulers look to the left and accomplish their
influences. For six months, they look to the right and accomplish their influences. Left and right have cosmic
significance. In many systems, the right is associated with the good and the left with the lesser or negative. The
alternation might balance these influences. The twelve-month cycle corresponds to the solar year. Jesus has
restructured the annual rhythm of celestial governance. The old constant pattern has been replaced by a new
oscillating one.

THE TEXT

"For by command of the First Mystery, the First Commandment, leou, the overseer of the
light, placed the rulers of the aeons and the rulers of the Fate and the rulers of the sphere
turned to the left at every time with their whole motion and their whole ordering."



COMMENTARY

Originally, by command of the First Mystery and through leou the overseer of the light, all rulers were turned to
the left at every time. This was their constant orientation. leou is a significant being mentioned elsewhere in
Gnostic literature, particularly in the Books of leou. He functions as an organizer and overseer of the cosmic
order. The whole motion and whole ordering of the cosmos was leftward. Left, in this context, may represent the
path of descent, of matter, of fate-determination. The rulers enforced this leftward orientation.

THE TEXT

"It came to pass then, when | came to their region, that they rebelled and fought against the
light. And | took a third of their power, that they should not accomplish their evil deeds. And |
changed their motion, so that they might look for six months to the left and for six months to
the right."

COMMENTARY

When Jesus entered their region, the rulers rebelled and fought against the light. This resistance was met with
decisive action. He took a third of their power. This reduction in their capacity meant they could no longer
accomplish their evil deeds as effectively. A third is enough to significantly weaken without entirely destroying.
The change of motion—six months left, six months right—creates a new balance. Evil influences are no longer
constant but alternate with their opposites. This gives souls breathing room, periods when the negative
pressures are lighter. Commentary continued. The implications of this cosmic restructuring are profound. The
Fate, which formerly bound souls inexorably to their destined paths, now operates with reduced power and
altered rhythm. Astrologers who calculate influences must now account for this change. The old astrological
wisdom, based on the previous constant leftward motion, no longer fully applies. This may explain why
predictions fail and why fate can be escaped. Jesus has not destroyed the cosmic order but reformed it. The
rulers still function, still accomplish their influences, but under new constraints. The tyranny of the stars has
been modified into something more balanced, more escapable. For the Gnostic seeking liberation, this teaching
offers hope. The mechanisms of bondage have been weakened. The path out is now more accessible than
before.
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